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ABSTRACT

ARTICLE INFO

Islamic education played a strategic role in fostering social
integration among diverse communities in Indonesia. This study
aimed to theoretically examine the role of Islamic education in
enhancing social integration, identify relevant Islamic values, and
formulate a conceptual model of Islamic education that supported
social harmony. Using a qualitative approach based on a literature
review, this research analyzed concepts of Islamic education and
social integration through primary and secondary sources. The
findings revealed that Islamic education played a crucial role in
internalizing the values of ukhuwah Islamiyyah (brotherhood),
tasamuh (tolerance), ‘adalah (justice), syura (consultation), as well as
ihsan and sadaqah (social responsibility). These values contributed to
social harmony through their integration into formal education
curricula, community-based programs, and cultural approaches. The
proposed conceptual model emphasized the synergy between formal,
non-formal, and cultural education to foster sustainable social
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Islamic education and offered practical guidance for policymakers,
educators, and educational institutions.

INTRODUCTION

In the context of Indonesia’s religious structure, Islamic education plays a crucial role in
shaping the nation’s character and values. It aims to actualize Islamic principles amidst societal
changes that are laden with shifts and clashes of values. However, the implementation of Islamic
education across various educational levels is often considered suboptimal in fostering students'
morality, ethics, and religious behavior (Heri & Ruswandi, 2022). This poses a significant challenge,
especially in efforts to enhance social integration within Indonesia’s diverse society.

Social integration is a vital element in maintaining harmony and stability in a multicultural
society. As the majority religion in Indonesia, Islam offers universal values that serve as a unifying
force in social life. Islamic education plays a strategic role in this process by shaping individuals
whose character aligns with Islamic values and Pancasila (Haryanti & Slam, 2024). However, in
practice, Islamic religious education is often treated as a mere curriculum complement, without
significantly contributing to improving social integration (Nurlaila Al Aydrus et al., 2022).

Islam also functions as a driver of adaptive transformation in response to social realities. Its
role in fostering humanity encompasses educational functions, salvation, social control, and
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transformative functions that mobilize religious teachings into creative endeavors adaptable to the
reality in which Islam develops (Chosinawarotin & Rosyida, 2024).

Historically, Islamic education has been a primary concern for Muslim societies since its early
development. In pre-Islamic Arab society, educational transformation had a significant impact,
despite the absence of a formal education system at that time (Tang, 2018). Education is a
conscious process that provides guidance for individuals to develop a high-quality personality (Juli,
2024).

To achieve social harmony, Islamic education must be integrated with local culture so that
Islamic teachings can be contextualized with the cultural realities of the community (Sembiring et
al., 2024). Throughout Islamic history, education has experienced periods of glory marked by
advancements in science and economics. During these times, Islamic educational institutions
flourished, and many scholars were also scientists, reflecting the integration of religious and general
knowledge (Luthfiyah, 2014).

In contemporary times, the challenges of Islamic education have become increasingly
complex, particularly due to the dominance of capitalism influencing the social reality of Muslims
(Tohis, 2021). Humans, as social beings, continuously strive to improve their lives through social
interaction. Education plays a crucial role in building social capital, consisting of norms and values
that facilitate cooperation and create harmony within society (Rahman & Rahmawan, 2020).

Previous studies highlight the importance of integrating Islamic values into education to
foster a harmonious society. For instance, research by Chosinawarotin & Rosyida (2024)
emphasizes the role of Islamic education in promoting social cohesion through its educational,
social control, and transformative functions. Another study by Sejarah et al. (2019) explores
various forms of social integration among religious communities, which can serve as learning
resources in sociology. Meanwhile, Nasution (2019) underscores the significance of ukhuwah
(brotherhood) and social solidarity in the context of Islamic sociology.

Despite the extensive research on Islamic education and social integration, a gap remains in
understanding how Islamic education can theoretically enhance social integration in a systematic
and sustainable manner. This study aims to bridge this gap by conducting a theoretical review of
the role of Islamic education in enhancing social integration. Unlike previous research that
predominantly focuses on empirical studies or case analyses, this study offers a conceptual
approach to reformulating the integration of Islamic values within Islamic education.

The research problem is formulated as follows: 1) How does Islamic education contribute to
social integration within the ummah?; 2) What Islamic values are relevant for integration into
Islamic education to enhance social integration?; and 3) What conceptual model can be developed
to support the role of Islamic education in social integration?. The objectives of this study are: 1)
To examine the role of Islamic education in enhancing social integration within the ummah; 2) To
identify Islamic values that support the establishment of social integration; and 3) To formulate a
conceptual model of Islamic education relevant to social integration needs.

This study is expected to contribute significantly to the academic discourse in Islamic
education and sociology. Practically, its findings can serve as a reference for educators,
policymakers, and educational institutions in designing curricula and programs that promote social
integration. Additionally, this research provides guidance for the broader society to understand the
importance of Islamic education in fostering social harmony.
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METHODS

This study employed a qualitative approach using the library research method. The literature
review was conducted by exploring various scholarly sources relevant to discussing the role of
Islamic education in enhancing social integration among communities. This approach allowed the
study to describe concepts related to Islamic education and social integration in depth through an
analysis of the available literature. This research was descriptive-analytical in nature, aiming to
describe the concepts of Islamic education, social integration, and their interrelations, followed by
an analysis based on the collected data. To support this study, data were obtained from two types
of sources: primary sources, such as key books on Islamic education and social integration, and
secondary sources, including journal articles, theses, dissertations, and relevant research reports.

Data collection was carried out through several steps, including identifying relevant literature
by searching sources from online databases, libraries, and reputable academic journals. The
selected literature was then filtered based on criteria of relevance, credibility, and publication
timeliness. Subsequently, the data were categorized using coding techniques based on major
themes such as the role of Islamic education, social integration, and the challenges encountered.
The collected data were analyzed qualitatively through three main steps. First, data reduction was
performed by selecting only relevant data. Second, the reduced data were structured into a
coherent narrative for better comprehension. Finally, conclusions were drawn by interpreting the
data and linking it to existing theories.

The research process began with determining the focus of the study, which was the role of
Islamic education in enhancing social integration. Next, key relevant theories, such as social
integration theory and the principles of Islamic education, were identified. The gathered literature
was then analyzed to identify patterns and key relationships, and the results of this analysis were
presented in a systematic narrative. This method had the advantage of exploring multiple
perspectives available in the literature, providing a comprehensive overview. However, the study
also had limitations, as it relied solely on literature-based data without empirical field data.

Consequently, the findings of this research were more conceptual and theoretical in nature.

RESULTS
1. The Role of Islamic Education in Building Social Integration

Islamic education plays a significant role in fostering social integration among the Muslim
community through the internalization of Islamic values, the enhancement of social awareness, and
conflict prevention. It internalizes values such as brotherhood (ukhuwwah), tolerance, and justice,
which serve as the foundation of social integration. As stated, “Islamic education functions to
build harmony among individuals in society through the values of ukhuwah Islamiyyah and the
manners it teaches” (Nasution, 2019). By instilling social responsibility, individuals are encouraged
to contribute to community life, thereby strengthening positive interactions. Additionally, Islamic
education serves as a medium for preventing conflicts by promoting religious understanding and
respect for diversity. Religion, including Islam, not only fosters social harmony but also presents
challenges in the form of potential societal disintegration. This reflects a balance between
integrative and disintegrative forces within the social system (Luthfiyah, 2014).
2. Islamic Values Relevant to Enhancing Social Integration

Islamic values that support social integration include brotherhood (ukhuwwah Islamiyyah),
tolerance (tasamuh), justice (‘adalah), deliberation (syura), and social concern (thsan and sadaqah).
This aligns with the statement that “Islamic values integrated into education serve as the moral and
social foundation for creating a harmonious society” (Sandi, 2022). Brotherhood and tolerance
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foster good relationships among individuals, while justice ensures the establishment of social
harmony. When these values are taught in Islamic education, they can strengthen solidarity and
encourage social concern. Islamic education also has a unique characteristic, emphasizing the
mastery of knowledge as a responsibility toward both God and society (Warman et al., 2022).
3. A Conceptual Model for Islamic Education and Social Integration

A conceptual model supporting the role of Islamic education in social integration consists of
formal, non-formal, and cultural education components. Formal education can integrate Islamic
values into the curriculum, focusing on character development and social awareness. Non-formal
education can be implemented through community programs such as Islamic study circles and
interfaith dialogues, while cultural education incorporates Islamic values into local traditions. As
stated, “The integration of Islamic values into formal education curricula and community-based
activities can enhance social cohesion” (Haryanti & Slam, 2024). The diversity of religious
communities, with their various beliefs and values, influences both individual and communal social
behavior (Nggusuwaru & Sosial, 2024).
4. The Consistency of Islamic Education with Social Integration in History

History demonstrates that Islamic education has successfully supported social integration
during the golden age of Islam. Institutions such as madrasahs and Islamic universities served as
meeting points for diverse cultural and scholarly backgrounds, fostering a harmonious and
progressive environment. This is consistent with the statement that “Madrasahs during the golden
age of Islam became centers of learning and cultural interaction that promoted cross-community
social integration” (Nasution, 2019). As a system, Islamic education is founded on teachings
derived from the Qur’an and Hadith. Its primary objective is to develop individuals who are
devout to Allah, fully practicing Muslims (kaffah), and capable of attaining happiness both in this
wortld and the hereafter (Sandi, 2022).
5. Supporting and Inhibiting Factors

The supporting factors include the presence of Islamic educational institutions, societal
commitment to religious values, and governmental support for religious education policies.
Conversely, differences in the interpretation of Islamic teachings, modernization challenges, and a
lack of understanding of fundamental Islamic principles serve as inhibiting factors. As stated, “The
alighment between Islamic education policies and societal needs is the key to successful social
integration” (Haryanti & Slam, 2024).

DISCUSSION

This study affirms that Islamic education plays a significant role in enhancing social
integration through the internalization of Islamic values, increasing social awareness, and conflict
prevention. Values such as ukhuwah Islamiyyah (brotherhood), tasamuh (tolerance), ‘adalah
(justice), syura (consultation), as well as ihsan and sadaqah (social responsibility), serve as
fundamental principles in fostering social cohesion. The study identifies that Islamic education is
not merely a learning medium but also a transformative tool that cultivates individuals with a
strong sense of social responsibility.

When systematically integrated into formal, non-formal, and cultural education curricula,
these values can enhance positive interactions among individuals and contribute to a harmonious
society. These findings support the study’s objective of identifying the role of Islamic education in
social integration and proposing a conceptual approach as a solution.

The findings align with the research of Chosinawarotin & Rosyida (2024), which highlights

the importance of Islamic education in shaping social cohesion through educational, social control,
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and transformative functions. Additionally, the study is consistent with Nasution (2019), who
emphasizes ukhuwah and social solidarity as key elements in building societal harmony.

However, this study offers a more comprehensive approach by integrating aspects of
formal, non-formal, and cultural education, which have not been extensively explored in previous
research. Conversely, the study also identifies gaps in the implementation of Islamic values within
Islamic education, as pointed out by Nurlaila Al Aydrus et al. (2022), who argue that Islamic
religious education is often treated as a supplementary subject with minimal impact on social
integration. Thus, this research contributes new insights by proposing a relevant conceptual model
to address these limitations.

The findings have both theoretical and practical implications. Theoretically, this study
enriches the literature on Islamic education by offering an integrated conceptual approach to
support social integration. Practically, it provides guidance for educators, policymakers, and
educational institutions on incorporating Islamic values into educational programs to foster social
harmony.

For example, integrating the values of ukhuwah Islamiyyah and tasamuh into the curriculum
can enhance students’ awareness of the importance of tolerance and brotherhood in a diverse
society. Additionally, community-based programs such as interfaith dialogues and leadership
training can promote positive social interactions within communities.

This study has several limitations. First, it relies solely on a literature review approach
without empirical field data, making the findings primarily theoretical. Second, it does not explore
in depth the influence of local contexts in implementing Islamic education for social integration.
Third, the proposed conceptual model has not been practically tested, necessitating further
research to evaluate its effectiveness.

This study demonstrates that Islamic education has significant potential to enhance social
integration through the internalization of Islamic values, increased social awareness, and conflict
prevention. Values such as ukhuwah Islamiyyah, tasamuh, ‘adalah, syura, and ihsan should be
integrated into formal, non-formal, and cultural education curricula to create a harmonious society.
Despite its limitations, the findings provide a strong foundation for the development of policies
and programs in Islamic education that support social integration.

CONCLUSION

This study affirms that Islamic education plays a crucial role in enhancing social integration
through the internalization of Islamic values, increased social awareness, and conflict prevention.
Values such as ukhuwah Islamiyyah, tasamuh, ‘adalah, syura, and ihsan should be systematically
integrated into formal, non-formal, and cultural education curricula. The findings highlight the
importance of Islamic education as a transformative medium that fosters individuals’ awareness of
their social responsibilities within diverse societies. Theoretically, this study enriches Islamic
education literature by offering an integrative conceptual approach to support social integration.
Practically, its findings serve as a reference for policymakers, educators, and educational
institutions in designing programs that promote social harmony. This study has certain limitations,
primarily its conceptual approach without empirical data. Therefore, further research is needed to
test the effectiveness of the proposed conceptual model in empirical contexts. Nevertheless, this
study makes a valuable contribution to the development of Islamic education policies that align
with the needs of social integration.
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